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Fantasy Football Preview 
 
Football is here. Well, not quite yet. This Sunday, august 7th, 

the Green Bay Packers face the indianapolis colts in the annual 
hall of fame game. And so, at 7 o’clock on Sunday, the wait will 
officially conclude. Football, in and of itself, is a beautiful game. 
With all the media attention the negative aspects of football 
have received of late, such as CTE, it is important to truly admire 
this wonderful game. Playing football is great, but watching it is 
even better. And, for some levels of football, namely high school 
and college, watching it is enough. But then comes the National 
football league. In order to be able to devote oneself to such a 
malicious game, another angle of involvement must be possible. 
Enter Fantasy Football. There is nothing like turning on Nfl 
Redzone on a sunday afternoon, and watching your “team” score 
touchdown after touchdown. And so, as you and your league 
prepare for your annual preseason NFL draft, we take a look at 
possible breakout stars that will guide your team to the 
championship as well as potential busts who could turn your team 
into the laughingstock of the league.  

 
The Busts: (just to be clear, I’m defining a bust as someone who does 
not perform to the level at which they were drafted, they may 
still have a decent season)  
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4. Tyrod Taylor (#12 QB) 
In his single season as a starter, the virginia Tech graduate 

finished 16th in total fantasy points. At first glance, that seems 
respectable. However, when you consider quarterbacks such as 
Andy Dalton, Tony Romo, Ben Roethlisberger, and Marcus Mariota 
missed significant time due injury, a 16th overall finish begins to 
not shine so bright. Tyrod Taylor played a fantastic year of 
football, but due to his inexperience and injury-prone nature, 
tyrod taylor projects better as a nice backup rather than a 
fantasy starter.  
3 .  Jonathan Stewart (#14 RB) 

Last season, Jonathan Stewart profited massively off of a 
tremendous year from the reigning MVP Cam Newton. With 
Newton’s dual threat nature(he ran for 10 touchdowns and 
passed for 35,) Stewart saw increased running room, leading him to 
an excellent year. With Newton projected to cool down slightly, 
the 29 year old Stewart, who finished the regular season injured, is 
likely to have passed his fantasy prime. In super bowl 50 last season, 
stewart, facing the stingy denver Broncos defense, managed just 
29 yards on 12 carries. No matter the size of your league, having 
stewart as an RB1 does not bode well for your championship hopes.  
2. Alshon Jeffery(#11 WR)  

According to ex-teammate martellus Bennett, Jeffery has the 
worst qb in all of the nfl throwing to him. While that may be a bit 
of a stretch, Jay Cutler is nothing to brag about. Unfortunately, 
Cutler is ranked #25 for QBs, a pretty accurate position in my 
opinion. So, that leads me to his number one target. While the 
addition of a healthy kevin white should help the Bears offense 
some in 2016, don’t expect much help from Jeffery on your fantasy 
team. Jeffery has struggled to stay on the field for the past few 
years, and even when he is healthy, his production is far too 
inconsistent to be a solid WR1. Alshon jeffery is one of the biggest 
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boom or bust players on a week-to-week basis, but his production 
far too often qualifies as a bust for me to draft him.  
1. Dez Bryant (WR#5) 

With a quarterback who comes into training camp heavily 
overweight, the year already does not look great for Dez Bryant 
and the ‘Boys. After a stellar 2014 season, Dez Bryant and Tony 
romo were both plagued with injuries in 2015, leading to a dismal 
4-12 record and a fourth place NFC east finish. Seeing that Tony 
Romo has not played a full 16 games since 2012, it’s hard to imagine 
a scenario where Dez Bryant lives up to his first round draft pick 
status. In fact, if you do end up drafting Bryant, (if he falls into 
your lap in a later round definitely take him) my best advice 
would be to pray for a romo injury. Why? Because the cowboys 
need a backup quarterback, and if he is smart, cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones will sign Johnny Manziel, who will lead the Cowboys to 
their first championship since 1995.  
 
The sleepers/surefire stars  
 
Todd Gurley (#2 RB) 

Okay, so perhaps this one is cheating a little bit. But if he is 
there when your turn is up take him. Plain and Simple, no questions 
asked. Although he missed three games in 2015, gurley still finished 
fifth in points for a running back. Due to a torn acl during his 
senior season at the University of Georgia, Gurley was unable to 
participate in any of the rams preseason games. Yet, in his first NFL 
game, gurley rushed for 146 yards on 19 carries. In his sophomore 
season, Gurley, having answered the durability questions from a 
year ago, should be the number one overall draft pick in your 
league.  
#3 Ladarius Green (#10 TE) 

There is nothing more important to a fantasy team than a 
stellar tight end. On my championship winning team last season, i 
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started both Jordan Reed and Gary Barnidge. Most likely, Rob 
Gronkowski will be gone before you can blink, and jordan reed 
will not be far behind. So, as you realized you have drafted nearly 
your whole team yet have somehow managed to forget the tight 
end for yet another year, have no fear. Why? Because LaDarius 
Green is here. Perhaps the fastest tight end in the NFL, Green has 
spent the last three years complementing the great antonio gates 
masterfully. And now, in his fourth year, Green is poised to break 
out in a new offense. Inserted into an already high-powered 
offense, Green looks to fill the void left by heath miller.  
#2 Sterling Shepard (#41 WR) 

To be honest, there is not much risk in drafting Shepard. Worse 
case scenario, you draft him in one of the final rounds, give him a 
couple weeks on the bench, and then drop him in favor of someone 
else. No harm done. But the reward far outweighs the risk. Best case 
scenario, sterling shepard becomes the number two receiver for 
the giants, receiving lots of targets opposite odell Beckham Jr. Eli 
Manning, coming off a career year, hits Sterling Shepard with 
double digit touchdowns, and you win your league. Either way, 
shepard will have his fair share of targets and opportunities. The 
giants number two receiver is currently Victor Cruz, who, when 
healthy, is a star. However, Cruz has not played a NFL game in a 
season and a half. Even if Cruz does play well this year, the giants 
used a three receiver set 91% of the time last season, giving shepard 
ample chances to shine.  
#1 Jeremy Langford (#22 RB) 

As the 22nd overall running back, Langford projects as a 
middle-tier RB2. Yet last year, in just half a season of reasonable 
touches, Langford shined. Now that former teammate Matt forte 
is in new York, Langford gets his first full season of starting 
football. While Langford does carry some risk due to an 
underwhelming rookie season, he bounced back for a stellar 
sophomore season. While it might be smart to handcuff Langford 
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with his backups, either Ka’Deem Carey or Jordan Howard, 
Langford’s potential far outweighs his flaws. As a projected 
fourth to fifth round pick, Langford does not carry much risk, 
thus making him a great value pick in your fantasy league.  
 
Chances are these predictions will be wrong, for what do i know. 
And so, if the likes of tyrod taylor and dez bryant cost you your 
championship, i gave you fair warning, so do not blame me. The 
position rankings were found from matthew berry’s espn fantasy 
football position ranking.  
 
-Sam harris  
 
 
 
 
http://games.espn.com/ffl/tools/projections?display=alt&slotCategoryId=2&startIndex=15 
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